His Policy of Obstruction

will be the death of you!" " Nonsense/' said Mr* Butt, who
had not yet committed his great mistake and was still strongly
supported by his countrymen;" I can drive him out of public
life with a word/' In this way men speak before they falL
The consumptive is most certain of his recovery when he is
on the point of death*

V
The policy of obstruction was continued with unabated
vigour* despite the displeasure of Mr* Butt* The news-
papers were full of the subject* and in Ireland people began
anew to take interest in politics* The Irish party* hitherto
disregarded and derided* was now impressing itself upon
English politics* It had even achieved some useful results*
despite its determination mainly to obstruct the business of
the Commons* and had sensibly and humanely mitigated
the rigours of flogging in the army and navy and the treatment
of political offenders in prison* The name of Parnell was
frequently and favourably mentioned wherever Irishmen
met to talk about public affairs* and the Fenians* who hoped
for nothing from the constitutional movement, began to wish
that they might enrol this young man in their society* In the
meantime, Parnell was quietly undermining Mr* -Butt's
position* He needed a platform* and one was found for him
by the Home Rule Confederation of Great Britain* a body
which was governed by Fenians* His first public advances
towards the leadership were made in England and Scotland*
He did not advance upon the Irish position until he had dug
himself in among the Irish in England* Thirteen meetings
were arranged for him to address by a member of the supreme
council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, who expected
Parnell to be pleased when told of the arrangements* But
Parnell's face fell when he heard the number of them*
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